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President’s Message
By Chet Effler — State Lodge President

Itwas so good to see everyone in Asheville for our Fall
Board of Directors Meeting which was held August
26-28. The energy in the room reflected the
continued strength of our North Carolina Fraternal
Order of Police family. Together, we accomplished
significant work that continues to move our
organization forward.

This year, your State Board passed the most
aggressive budget in our history. A budget that
ensures we are equipped to meet the needs of our
members and the law enforcement community across
our great State. The budget includes upgrades to our
State Lodge fleet vehicles, modernization of our disaster response equipment, and
arenewed commitment to strengthening our legislative efforts. These investments
are not just about vehicles and tools. They are about positioning the North
Carolina FOP to be more effective, more responsive, and more visible when our
officers and communities need us most.

We were also honored to welcome North Carolina Attorney General Jeff Jackson
to our meeting in Asheville. His remarks and his sincere willingness to work with
the Fraternal Order of Police signal a renewed partnership between our
organization and the Department of Justice. During the meeting, we proudly
announced a new partnership with the Attorney General's Office for the North
Carolina Attorney General's Annual Law Enforcement Memorial Ceremony, a
unifying event to honor the brave men and women who gave their lives in service to
others.

Since that time, we have continued to strengthen this partnership. We recently
held an in-person meeting with Attorney General Jackson to discuss how the
NCFOP and the DOJ can work together more effectively on issues that impact law
enforcement officers across the State. On Wednesday, October 15, 2025, I was
honored to lead a delegation of North Carolina FOP members to the Department
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President’s Message (Continued)

of Justice in Raleigh where we presented Attorney General Jackson with our “Friend of the Order” Award.
This recognition reflects his demonstrated commitment to open dialogue, mutual respect, and genuine
support for law enforcement professionals.

I also want to extend a special thank you to National Chaplain Rick Snyder for his powerful presentation on
Leadership and Faith during our Fall Board Meeting. His message was both inspiring and grounding and was a
reminder of the spiritual strength and moral clarity that sustains us as we serve our communities and one
another.

Aswe look ahead, our focus now turns to 2026. Planning is already underway for our Spring Board of Directors
Meeting, which will take us back to Carolina Beach in April. We are proud to announce that National Vice
President Joe Gamaldi will be joining us as a featured presenter at the Spring meeting. Joe's leadership and
national perspective continue to make a tremendous impact across our organization, and we look forward to
the insight and motivation he will bring to North Carolina. Once the hotel contract is finalized, we will share the
registration link and additional details. I hope to see many of you there as we continue to build on the positive
momentum of thisyear.

To each member, officer, and lodge leader, thank you for your continued support, commitment, and trust.
Serving as your State President remains one of the greatest honors of my professional life. Together, we are
building a stronger, more unified North Carolina FOP that stands ready to serve, lead, and protect those who
protect others.

Retirees — Did You Know?
By Martin “Marty” Wilson — Retirement Committee Chair

The committee has been working on finding benefits for the Membership, and we are
working with a new insurance group called Optavise. Optavise is giving an accidental
policy worth $10,000 to FOP members and FOP members only. Optavise is a
company that provides members benefits solutions, including administration,
education, and advocacy to help members optimize their benefits and make better
health and financial decisions. This will take a little bit of time to implement through
the State, so be patient.

The committee is continuing to work on finding other benefits for the membership as well as working on getting
a COLA for the Local Government Retirees. As before, if there is anything any member would like for us to
research please let us know.

Martin Wilson

Retirement Committee Chair
volfan2596@aol.com
828-712-1298
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CHAPLAIN'S CORNER
By Phil Wiggins

These past few weeks have been very busy, and at
times overwhelming with daily and weekly missions
or projects. I believe we all sometimes find our days
and weeks filling up pretty quickly on our calendar
with request for help and assistance. It is nice to have
things to do, but I have found over the years that we
must be careful not to be too busy for us to find time
with God. There are times in my life I stop and ask
myself, “What if I am going the wrong way?” Who

better knows the direction I should be traveling than

God. But if we are too busy to ask Him, we will never know if we are going the
right way. Instead of just filling my calendar with things to do, I need to take a
breath, be still and listen for God's spirit to speak to my mind and heart, so I
will not stray from His will for my life, but will stay on course for the plan He
haslaid out for me.

“Then Joshua summoned all the people and told them, 'Come and listen to what the
Lordyour God has said.” Joshua 3:9

Chaplain Phil Wiggins
NC State Lodge Chaplain
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National Lodge Update
By Dennis McCrary — NC National Trustee

I certainly enjoyed seeing everyone at our State Board Meeting in Asheville. On October 15
President Yoes held the National FOP Board of Directors meeting online. I will cover the
highlights of that meeting in this article.

It continues to be a difficult time for law enforcement officers in this country. 36 officers
have been killed by gunfire so far this year. 73 officers have been shot but survived. This
number is down by 11% from last year but is certainly still too high. All officers working
please be careful and do everything you can to come home to your family.

Our National FOP has been very successful at obtaining grants from COPS and the
Department of Homeland Security. The first of these, the FEMA GO GRANT, is for the
amount of $1.5 million. The particulars of the grant are still under development but it will fund the development of
training programs for law enforcement officers and agencies. The goal is to identify and intervene in instances where
populations are being radicalized. The next grant is The Law Enforcement Resource Center and will serve as a
nationwide hub of wellness services providers specialized in serving law enforcement personnel. The $277,313 will
help to continue the wellness efforts that your FOP has now be leading the nation in for the past several years. Our
Power in Peers has been a very successful program and the grant of $499,903 will enable us to enhance and expand this
program. The National Blue Alert program has been allowing our National Legislative Office to collect data on
officers shot in the line of duty. This important work will continue with a grant of $150,000 for this purpose. The grant
awards for 2025 to the National FOP from these sources total $2.3 million. This is the result of a great job by our staff
and executive leadership in promoting the National FOP and how we are so important to law enforcement in the US.

FBI Director Kash Patel has established the Law Enforcement Partners Engagement Council. The FOP is one of 10
organizations that will provide advice and recommendations to strengthen cooperation between the FBI and state and
local law enforcement. Some of the others are IACP, Major City Chiefs and the National Sheriffs Association.
President Pat Yoes is our representative and they have already been meeting.

The FOP has also been working with the FBI to establish the FOP-FBI Fellowship Program. Under this program the
FOP will select a member to serve at least a 6-month internship at the FBI headquarters in DC to strengthen
collaboration between local and state law enforcement and the FBI. The government shut down has delayed the start
of'this program but we should hear who our first intern will be in the near future.

Our Protect and Serve Act efforts now have 91 co-sponsors in the House and 18 in the Senate. It is very important to
develop a bipartisan approach and progress will depend on support of both parties. The Senate has adopted the Law
Enforcement Amendment in the Defense Reauthorization Bill which includes 8 bills that the National FOP has been
supporting. A similar bill was passed by the House and it will now go to be reconciled. It would take too much room to
getinto these 8 bills but you can go to FOP.NET to see the actual details of each.

President Yoes and other FOP personnel have been advocating hard for the House and Senate to reach an agreement
and end the government shut down. This is especially difficult for our Federal Enforcement members though efforts
are being made to make sure they continue to get paid. We are not saying which side is right or wrong but that they do
need to reach an agreement for the betterment of all.

Most of you have heard about the incident in Chicago where ICE officers were under attack and called for assistance
from the Chicago PD. Chicago officers were directed not to assist the ICE personnel. National President Yoes and
I1linois State President Chris Southwood issued a joint statement condemning those actions and stressing our rule that

(Continued on next page)
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National Lodge Update (Continued)
you always respond when an officer is in distress.

The 2025 Critical Issues in Policing Survey is still being collected. It is very important that active and retired
officers help collect this very important data. Please go to FOPNET and take a few minutes to complete this
survey.

The Pathways to Excellence Education and Empowerment Summit is now scheduled for March and April at
the Southpoint Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas. Members are encouraged to review the training that will be
offered and take advantage of any that will help them develop as a more effective leader in their lodge. Go to
FOPNET for details on how to attend.

The National continues to work on the new data system that has been activated. They are aware that there are a
few bugs still in the system but are working through them as they are identified.

Most of you have heard this before from me and they should know by now that a free Amazon Business account
is available at no cost at FOPNET. This is a great benefit that I have been using since it was first offered. Your
price on many items can be cheaper than what normal Amazon members pay and the National FOP gets up to
3% of the purchase. This year the National is on track to receive over $50,000. This business account does NOT
include Prime Video and Prime Music. You would need to keep your normal Amazon account if you want these
two. You also will need to use a different email address than you currently use for your Amazon if you keep
both. We only have 1344 members signed up at this time but the potential is up to one million dollars if many of
our members would participate. It cost absolutely nothing to join, you save money and your FOP makes money.

I am proud to serve as your National Trustee and please let me know if I can be of assistance to you or your
lodge.

Register Now For

The Pathways to Excellence
Education and Empowerment Summit

Now Scheduled For
March and April 2026

Southpoint Hotel and Gasino
Las Uegas, Nevada

www.FOP.net
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BlueNote Information and Submission Dates for 2026
Executive Editor — Terry Mangum

I offer my personal thanks and appreciation to our members who contributed articles, photographs, and Lodge
activities for the BlueNote in 2025. Your contributions and support are what make each and every issue of the
BlueNote possible, because without your submitted articles and photographs there would be no publication.
Thank you for your commitment to the Fraternal Order of Police and our State Lodge.

Now, for those who are feeling bad because you were unable to submit an article in 2025, you have been given a
joyful gift of another chance. You now have the entire year of 2026 to contribute an article for the BlueNote
publication. By submitting an article, you are supporting your Local Lodge, the State Lodge, and your FOP
Brothers and Sisters.

The beauty of this is that anyone can submit an article. That is correct, you do not have to be a Local Lodge or
State Lodge officer to contribute an article. I just want to hear from the Local Lodges so I encourage all of our
readers to submit articles to your BlueNote publication.

As I have expressed for the past decade, submitting an article is a simple and painless process. E-mail your
article or information to my e-mail address terrymangum@frontier.com by the due date and I will prepare your
article for publication. How easy is that? If necessary, I will edit what you send to make it more publication
worthy. You can also submit photographs without an article. When submitting photographs, please select a few
of the best ones and include the names of the individuals in the picture, the name of the event and the date of
the event.

And remember to share the BlueNote issues with non-FOP law enforcement, family, and friends.
Below is the list of the Article Submission Due Dates for the 2026 issues of the BlueNote.

Article Submission Due Date for 2025:
January/February issue: Due by December 12,2025
March/April issue: Due by February 20,2026
May/June issue: Due by April 20,2026

July/August issue: Due by June 19,2026
September/October issue: Due by August 21,2026
November/December issue: Due by October 16,2026

Clip these Dates and Post in a visible location for future reference!

As always, I am here to serve you and our membership. If I may be of assistance to you, or if you have any
questions or concerns, please contact me.

SHRRy

Y v

SR 17" 1S
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Don’t Lose Your History:
Why Your Lodge’s Data Needs a Better Backup Strategy

By Kevin Hornaday — Chairman Constitution and By-laws Committee

This year, we have seen an alarming surge in requests: lodges desperately trying to
recover lost minutes, historical documents, or governing documents, such as
Constitution and Bylaws documents. Often, this loss could have been prevented with a
simple safeguard.

While the importance of backing up data might seem obvious, it cannot be emphasized
enough, especially when we have seen so many of you discover the hard way that a
single copy on one device is one step away from losing everything forever.

The Gold Standard for Data Protection: The 3-2-1 Rule
To preserve the integrity of your lodge and its history, we strongly recommend adopting the industry-
standard 3-2-1 backup strategy. It is easy to remember and offers robust protection.

NumberAction Example

3 Maintain three copies of your data. Original, plus two backups.

2 Store them on at least two different types of media. A local hard drive and a cloud service.
1 Keep one copy stored offsite. Use a secure cloud service (which also

counts as one media type).
Data Integrity and Transitions

Lodge data does not belong to the individual; it belongs to the lodge and all its members. This shared
ownership underscores the duty to protect it.

A major risk factor we repeatedly hear about is when a lodge officer left and took the records with them, either
intentionally or by simply failing to pass on access.

Actionable steps to eliminate this risk:
e Annual Review: Review and update your backup process annually.

o Mandatory Transition: A full data transfer review should take place immediately following every
election. Ensure the succeeding executive board has all necessary documents, passwords, and access
protocols before the outgoing officer concludes their term.

Protecting this information is not just about convenience, it is about preserving the legacy of your lodge. If you
have any questions about implementing the 3-2-1 rule or streamlining your data transfer process, please reach
outimmediately.
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Regards and Season’s Greetings From a Past President
By Terry Mangum

Aswe approach the end of 2025, I send Season's Greetings to my Brothers and Sisters
of the North Carolina State Lodge, Fraternal Order of Police. I wish you all a
wonderful Thanksgiving and hope you are able to share this time with family and
friends. Additionally, I would like to wish each of you a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

While we are enjoying the holiday festivities, many of our law enforcement Brothers
and Sisters will be working and away from their families. I encourage everyone to keep
our law enforcement officers and their families in your thoughts and prayers during
the Holidays, as well as throughout the year.

Once again, I extend my annual reminder and invitation to my FOP Brothers and Sisters to stop by our home in
Durham to see our annual Mangum Family Christmas Lights lightshow. The synchronized Christmas lights
and music lightshow will begin just prior to the week of Thanksgiving and will end on New Year's Eve.
Remember to tune your car radio to 90.3 FM to enjoy the music from your car while you watch the lights
“dance” to the music. We also have one of our professional voiceovers that reminds visitors to support the
North Carolina Fraternal Order of Police, both the State Lodge and Durham County Lodge 2. Go to our
Facebook page, Mangum Family Christmas Lights, for photos and videos of previous lightshows.

Again, I hope you have a joyous holiday season. If I may be of assistance to you, or if you have any questions or
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. Asalways, I am here to serve you and our membership.

Senson’s Breetings

To All FOP Members

Durham County Lodge 2 Activities
By Terry Mangum — Durham County Lodge 2 State Trustee

The Executive Board of Durham County Lodge 2 hopes that all of our members across the State of North
Carolina had an enjoyable and safe holiday season. We wish all of you a Happy and Safe New Year.

To begin our Christmas celebrations, on December 6, Durham County Lodge 2 will conduct our annual FOP
Cops, and Kids shopping event. The event will again be held at the Target store located at 4037 Durham Chapel
Hill Blvd. in Durham. This annual event provides Lodge 2 with another opportunity to share and provide for
the children in need in our community. This Christmas shopping experience will enable these children to shop
for gifts and clothing which they probably would not receive otherwise.

Durham County Lodge 2 will continue our Christmas celebrations with our annual Retirees Christmas
Luncheon for all of our retired law enforcement officers and their guests. Thisyear's event will again be held in
the Fellowship Hall at Duke Memorial United Methodist Church on Chapel Hill Street. The date in December
for this gathering has not been determined at the time of this writing.

www.ncfop.org 8



Leaders Unite in Rocky Mount to Strengthen Networks in the Fight

Against Crime
By Greg Brown - State Trustee Rocky Mount Lodge 46

I'was honored to attend with Law Enforcement leaders and State Officials from across
Eastern North Carolina as they gathered in Rocky Mount for a networking event
hosted by Rocky Mount Lodge 46 members and Nash County Sheriff Keith Stone.
This networking event was aimed at strengthening relationships and enhancing
cooperation in the ongoing effort to combat crime.

The gathering underscored one key theme: crime has no boundaries. By building
stronger connections among sheriffs, police chiefs, state leaders, and judicial officials,
participants reaffirmed their commitment to work collaboratively to make
communities safer.

U.S. Attorney General for the Eastern District, Ellis Boyle, attended the event and pledged support to local
agencies. He emphasized the role of the federal system in prosecuting violent offenders, reassuring leaders
that his office is committed to working closely with sheriffs and chiefs to ensure dangerous criminals face
strong consequences.

Also present was SBI Director Chip Hawley, who met with law enforcement agencies to strengthen
relationships and reaffirm the State Bureau of Investigation’s commitment to providing assistance whenever
needed. His presence underscored the SBI’s role as a critical partner in supporting local agencies with
resources, expertise, and investigative support.

The event drew a strong turnout from law enforcement agencies across the region to includeSheriffs from
Nash, Edgecombe, Wilson, Halifax, Greene, Vance, Bertie, Beaufort, Wake, Pitt, New Hanover, Brunswick,
Pamlico, Carteret and Craven Counties and Police Chiefs from Rocky Mount, Nashville, Greenville,
Fayetteville, and Raleigh. Their presence highlighted the importance of regional partnerships in addressing
issues that span county and city lines.

In addition to law enforcement, State leaders that included Auditor Dave Boliek, Senator Lisa Barnes, and
Representative Allen Chesser attended the event, signaling the importance of legislative and oversight
support in public safety efforts.

Also providing a judicial voice were Judge Jefferson Griffin and Superior Court Judge Wilson who provided
their perspectives on how the justice system can continue to support fair and effective crime reduction.

Local government was represented by Nash County Commissioners Freddy Howell, Robbie Davis, Marvin
Arrington and Gwen Wilkins, among many others. Their attendance reflected the event’s broader goal of
uniting decision-makers at every level to ensure policies, resources,and community needs remain aligned.

By fostering open communication and stronger professional relationships, the evening set the stage for more
unified strategies against crime. Leaders emphasized that only through collaboration across counties, cities,
and state lines can long-term progress be achieved.Events like this are critical to ensuring Eastern North
Carolina remains united in the fight against crime.

(Photos from event continued on next page)
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Leaders Unite in Rocky Mount to Strengthen Networks in the Fight
Against Crime (Continued with photos from event)
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A Message from Your Chairman of Trustees
By John R. Byrd Sr.

Brothers/Sisters,

I hope this message finds everyone Safe and Healthy. I want to thank everyone that attended our Fall Board
Meeting in Asheville on September 26 -28. We had a great meeting and got a lot of good work done for the
Order. Our National Chaplain Rick Snyder gave a very moving and emotional presentation. We also will be
replacing the State Lodge Charger and will be donating this vehicle to the Tunnel 2 Towers Foundation. I want
to thank Lodge 1 for another great job in hosting this meeting and as always, for their great hospitality.

Also, thank you to all those that supported our FOP Foundation Golf Tournament. It turned out to be a
beautiful day on the mountain, and a lot of money was raised for the Foundation.

My Lodge 74 raffle tickets are now available for $10 each or 3 for $25. Anyone interested that did not get them
atthe meeting, please contact me. We only did a total of 400 this time.

Here are some of the activities I have been involved in since my last message:

Attended the Annual Big Foot Festival in Marion, NC on August 23 and along with President Effler
tried to recruit Big Foot into Lodge 81.

Attended Lodge 74's bi-monthly meeting at Smithfield Chicken and BBQ in Henderson on Tuesday
night, August 26.

Attended the Fall Board Meeting in Asheville on September 26-28, and I helped at the Foundation Golf
Tournament.

Attended Lodge 97's meeting in Thomasville on Thursday night, October 9, and installed their new
officers.

Sent this BlueNote article to Brother Mangum October 17.

Corresponded with other E-Board Members and other State Lodge members about several different
issues since our last newsletter.

As always, I am here to serve you and your lodge. You can call me anytime at 336-504-8173 or email me at
person7454@yahoo.com. I hope you continue to find my periodic email updates beneficial. It continues to be an

Honor to serve asyour Chairman of Trustees. Continue to take care and stay safe!!!

Lodge 74 President John Byrd presenting a check to the Person County Veterans Association towards
their Emergency Services Memorial that was approved and partially funded by the Person County Commissioners.

(Photos continued on next page)
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A Message from Your Chairman of Trustees (Photos Continued)

Lodge 74 President John Byrd presenting a check to Pastor John Steigerwald, Executive Director
of the N.C. Boys Academy. They will be starting a Girls Academy in 2026.

e ol i s } |

Chairman of Trustees John Byrd recruiting Big Foot to Lodge 81.
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Counsel's Corner

To What Extent Can Officers Shoot Into Moving Motor Vehicles?
By George V. Laughrun, II-NC State Lodge Counsel

Many times, officers are faced with a situation with a motor vehicle where a suspect may
be driving erratically and endangering the lives of not only officers, but the general
public. With this is mind, I want to discuss when an officer can shoot into a motor
vehicle.

The law in this country is clear that if an officer has reasonable grounds to believe that
they are under the fear of death or serious bodily injury, they may use deadly force.
However, with that backdrop, there comes some limitations.

As we discussed in the July/August article, Barnes v Felix, the Supreme Court case that
expanded Graham v Connor, judges, prosecutors, and jurors now have a chance to look
at the whole encounter between the suspect and the officer.

The 4" Circuit recently decided, in an unpublished opinion, that if a motor vehicle has passed an officer when
an officer has discharged their weapon, that the officer may have violated the suspect's 4" amendment rights if
they employ deadly force against a driver once they are no longer in the motor vehicles trajectory or path. This
presents numerous issues for the officer. First, suppose they fire their weapon but by the time the bullet strikes
the vehicle, the vehicle is already passed the officer given the speed of the suspect vehicle. Secondly, what is the
officer's backdrop when they fire the weapon? Third, were there any other occupants of the motor vehicle that
could be in danger from the officer discharging their weapon?

It appears from the unpublished opinion, although it is not the law of the land in the 4" Circuit, if the suspect
vehicle is no longer in the line of potential harm toward the officer or other civilians, discharging their weapon
may not be valid under the court's analysis. The 4" Circuit goes on to say that once the vehicle passes the officer,
they have fair warning that such shooting may be outside of the trajectory of the suspect vehicle. Clearly officers
have seconds to decide whether to engage in deadly force with a suspect and a moving vehicle

Many jurisdictions frown heavily on officers firing into motor vehicles, among them, Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Police Department which has a directive that prohibits officers from firing into vehicles except to avoid death
or serious bodily injury.

The real issue with officers discharging weapons into moving vehicles comes from a perspective of the officer
actually out in the field. Was the vehicle's trajectory coming toward the officer or other innocent civilians,
although not in their direct path.

Many of these issues are jury issues that are factually determinative, that a judge, jury, or prosecutor must
weigh given the entire circumstances of the encounter. In my opinion, this is where the Barnes v Felix case gives

an officer more cover, as it would weigh the entire incident.

As always, stay safe and Happy Holidays to you and your families.
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NC Fraternal Order of Police Foundation, Inc.

Annual Golf Tournament
By Greg Brown — President NCFOP Foundation, Inc.

The NC Fraternal Order of Police Foundation Inc. held its Annual Golf Tournament on Friday, September
26, at beautiful Reams Creek Golf Club in Weaverville, NC. The event was a huge success with Nine Teams
participating in the event this year.

This tournament helps raise funds for our Scholarship and Disaster Assistance programs. These programs
help the children of North Carolina FOP members who have been killed or permanently disabled in the
line of duty with education assistance. These programs also provide assistance to North Carolina FOP
members that have been displaced from their homes due to a natural disaster with financial assistance.

We would like to thank all the teams that participated, the sponsors, and Reams Creek for hosting our
event.

I want to personally thank NCFOP Foundation, Inc. Treasurer Marty Wilson for his hard work and
dedication to make this tournament a success.

www.ncfop.org 14



Rocky Mount Lodge 46 First Annual Cops and Kids Golf Tournament
By Greg Brown — Lodge 46 State Trustee

The NC Fraternal Order of Police Rocky Mount Lodge 46 held its First Annual Cops
and Kids Golf Tournament at the Links at Cotton Valley in Tarboro on Saturday,
October 4th. Twenty-two teams participated in this year’s tournament which was a
huge a success.

The First Place Team was Team Cotton Valley with a score of 51 and the Second Place
Team was Premier Equipment with a score of 52. Longest Drive winners were Glenn
Hinnant and Beth Hinson. Closest to the Pin winners were Spencer Bellamy, Merk
Kent, Elijah Ellington, Glenn Warren, and Max Conner. Putting contest winners were
Braydon Nines and Mike Wall.

Lodge 46 would like to thank the following businesses and people that helped make our first tournament
possible. Moonie Sloan and her employees at Cotton Valley for their assistance and professionalism displayed
during our tournament.

Our Ace and Eagle sponsors were Chic-fil-a Rocky Mount, Nash Autism, Metal Workx and Designs Inc., and
VIP Printing.

Businesses that contributed gifts for our raffles and items for the golfer’s bags were NC Fraternal Order of
Police Foundation, Inc., Extra Duty Solutions, Sparkling Creations, Taylor Made Jewelry, Barley and Burger,
Kobbli Knob Cigars, FMRT Group, East Coast Canine, Wendy’s Hole In The Wall, Lazer Werk Foundation,
Team Cold Case, Braswell Family Farms, EB Sports, and Carolina Jewelry and Pawn.

The twenty-two Teams that participated in the tournament were the Nash County Sheriff’s Office, Rocky
Mount Police Department, Foot & Ankle Associates, Rocky Mount Fire Department, Air Boss of America
Corp, Farm Bureau Tarboro, Edgecombe County Sheriff's Office, Putt Putt Kings, Team Cotton Valley,
Premier Equipment, New Vision Metal Works, Parker Stockstill Construction, Butler Iron Works, Varnell
Custom Hauling, Barley and Burger, Freedom Industries, CW Outfitters, Nashville PD and Floods Chapel,

Metal Building Solutions, Murray Tire, Team Marty Roberson, and Don Sloan Team Cotton Valley.

Hole sponsors were Rocky Mount Radiator, Kevin Bissette, Extra Duty Solutions, Fighting Crime, Boone
Apiary, Jerry Barnes for Nash County Commissioner, Bella Cotton, CIVIC, Nash Autism, Wendy's Hole In
The Wall, East Coast Canine, VIP Printing, Elite Garage Door, Elite Appliance, Carolina Jewelry Pawn and
Gun, King Chicken, Scotland Neck Logging, Parker Davis Insurance, Taylor Financial Strategies, Southern
Bank Benvenue, Kobbli Knob Cigars, Braswell Farms, Metal Workx and Designs Inc., Team Cold Case, Lazer
Werk Foundation, Chic-fil-a Rocky Mount, Nation Wide Insurance Brian Hutson, Sparkling Creations, ENC
Shooting Range, Barley and Burger, Tipsy Tomato, Goat Island Bottle Co.,NC Farm Bureau Ted Williams,
Rocky Mount Recyclers, Allegra Printing, and Braswell Family Farms.

Tee sponsors were Fighting Crime, New Vision Metal Works, Air Boss of America Corp., Taylor Financial
Strategies, Premier Equipment, FMRT Group, Taylor Made Jewelry, CW Outfitters, Full Count Apparel,
Varnell Custom Hauling, Foot and Ankle Associates, and NC Farm Bureau Edgecombe.

Rocky Mount Lodge 46 would like to give a very heartfelt thanks to all of our lodge members, Blue Knights
Chapter XXI members, Chris Drivers family of the Chris Driver Foundation, and all volunteers that assisted
during the tournament, whether working the registration table, driving the beverage carts, taking pictures or
watching the $5000 Hole In One Hole. Your help was invaluable and your contributions made this tournament
a huge success.

(Photos continued on next page)
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Rocky Mount Lodge 46 First Annual Cops and Kids Golf Tournament

(Photos Continued)

(Photos continued on next page)
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Rocky Mount Lodge 46 First Annual Cops and Kids Golf Tournament

(Photos Continued)

(Photos continued on next page)
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Rocky Mount Lodge 46 First Annual Cops and Kids Golf Tournament

(Photos Continued)

www.ncfop.org 18



Iryna's Law: North Carolina Enacts Sweeping Criminal Justice Reforms
By Wayne King - State Lodge Legislative Agent

The North Carolina General Assembly convened for several days in late September
2025 and passed Iryna's Law (House Bill 307), named after Iryna Zarutska, a 23-year-
old Ukrainian refugee who was stabbed to death on Charlotte's light rail system in
August 2025. Her killing sparked widespread outrage and catalyzed a swift legislative
response aimed at tightening rules around pretrial release, mental health evaluations,
and capital punishment.

Governor Josh Stein signed the bill into law on October 3, 2025, marking one of the
most significant criminal justice policy shifts in North Carolina in nearly two decades.

The law reflects ongoing political tensions over crime policy, mental health services,

and the death penalty. Supporters call it a necessary safeguard to protect the public
and victims' families, while critics argue it may not address the root causes of violence, particularly the state's
under-resourced mental health system.

Main Provisions of Iryna's Law

Iryna's Law is a multi-part criminal justice reform measure that reshapes how North Carolina handles violent
offenses, pretrial release, judicial accountability, and death penalty appeals.

1.

Pretrial Reforms and Bail / Release Conditions

Ends “cashless” bail for many crimes — defendants charged with certain offenses can no longer be
released simply on a written promise to appear.

Establishes a new category of “violent offenses”, including felonies involving assault or threats of force,
certain sex offenses, and fentanyl trafficking.

Requires that first-time violent offenders be released only under a secured bond or house arrest with
electronic/GPS monitoring. Repeat violent offenders face stricter conditions.

2.Mental Health Evaluations and Involuntary Commitment

Requires mental health examinations for individuals charged with a violent offense who have been
involuntarily committed within the past three years.

If credible evidence of a current mental health crisis exists, a court must order an immediate
examination.

Defendants must be transported to a hospital emergency department for evaluation, and judicial
officials are granted access to prior commitment records.

Release eligibility depends on whether pretrial conditions are satisfied once a commitment petition is
filed.

3.Magistrate and Judicial Oversight

Limits discretion of magistrates and judges in granting pretrial release to violent or repeat offenders.
Requires written findings of fact in all pretrial decisions involving violent crimes.

Authorizes suspension or removal of magistrates who fail to comply with these documentation
requirements.

4. Death Penalty and Capital Punishment Reforms

Mandates that death penalty appeals be heard within 24 months of filing. Older pending cases must be
scheduled for hearings by the end 0f2027.

(Continued on next page)
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Iryna's Law: North Carolina Enacts Sweeping Criminal Justice Reforms
(Continued)

o Restores alternative execution methods by removing prior statutory language that eliminated
electrocution and lethal gas. If lethal injection is unavailable or ruled unconstitutional, the Secretary of
the Department of Adult Correction must adopt a method used by another state, provided it is
constitutional.

o Adds a new aggravating factor in capital cases: crimes committed against victims using public
transportation.

5. Support for Prosecutorial Capacity

o Allocates additional funding and staffing to bolster prosecution resources in high-volume jurisdictions
such as Mecklenburg County, including new assistant district attorneys and legal assistants.

6. Other Provisions
o Directsthe state to study:
o Theintersection of mental health issues and the criminal justice system.
o The availability and effectiveness of house arrest programs statewide.

o Viable methods of execution consistent with constitutional standards.

Broader Impact

Iryna's Law represents one of the most comprehensive public safety overhauls in recent North Carolina
history. It tightens judicial discretion, accelerates capital appeals, and strengthens oversight of defendants with
prior mental health crises.

However, questions remain about implementation capacity. Critics warn that the law imposes new mandates
on already strained hospitals, courts, and public defenders without expanding funding for mental health
infrastructure. Others argue that while it may make communities feel safer in the short term, it could also lead
to unintended consequences such as overcrowded jails and reduced due-process protections..

Catawba County Lodge 26 Food Box Activities
By Carl Pope — President Lodge 26

Catawba County Lodge 26 members will again be taking food to 120 families in our County for Thanksgiving
on November 21", Then, on December18th, Lodge 26 members will be taking food to 125 families for
Christmas. These are annual events for Catawba County Lodge 26 and will be our 44" year of providing food
for families in need within Catawba County.
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TRIVIA

Winner, Winner, Chicken Dinner!!!

We have a WINNER of the 2025 September/October issue of our Trivia contest. Jon Fish, State Trustee of Lower Cape
Fear Lodge 58, is the Grand Prize Winner of the BlueNote TRIVIA contest. Jon was the first to correctly identify Greta
Philbeck and Kelli Jones as the two (2) individuals in the Trivia photograph.

There were many correct answers received but Jon, a past TRIVIA Winner, was a speedster and the quickest to respond.

If you have not won a TRIVIA contest, do not give up. Give it a try!!! To play, just submit your answers and maybe you too
canbe a BlueNote TRIVIA Grand Prize Winner like Jon Fish.

Remember, you should send in your responses as quickly as possible, since the TRIVIA guesses usually come in with
lightning speed. I hope to see your name listed as the BlueNote TRIVIA Grand Prize Winner in the next issue.

Let’s Play Trivia and Let The Fun Time Begin!!!
Drumroll!!! Trumpet Fanfare!!!

Itis once again TRIVIA TIME and TIME for everyone to Play TRIVIA.
You now have a great opportunity to participate in the most entertaining and exciting feature of the BlueNote TRIVIA.
I hope everyone reading this issue of the BlueNote will play!!!

Now, put on your thinking caps. Can you identify the two individuals in this photograph? And no, they are not Mutt and
Jeff from the comic strip.

If you can identify these individuals, just send an email to terrymangum@frontier.com with your answer along with your
name and the number of your Lodge.

Remember to send me your answer as quickly as you can.

The correct TRIVIA answer will be posted in the January/February 2026 issue of the BlueNote along with the name of
the first individual submitting the correct answer. Good Luck!!!
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